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A News Service lor the Educational Community.

Monday, November 29, 1971

"I have never been anything hut optomistic, I continue to he optomistic.
I have never sold RWC short and that includes accreditation.
I know we are good enough for it and we have been.-"
(Ralph Gauvey, October 28, 1971)

ACCREDITATION
WITHHELD UNTIL
On Monday, November 22, Roger
Williams College President Ralph
Gauvey held a joint faculty-student
staff meeting to discuss his announcement of the previous Friday
night that the commission on
Higher Education had voted to
continue Roger Williams in its
present status, Candidate for
Accreditation. Dr. Gauvey said
that he wished to make clear the
college's position at the present, as
well as the various alternatives
open to the college as a result of the
committee's
decision.
He
cautioned the faculty and students
that much ol the information
currently available is speculative,
and in some sense confidential
since reply to the college's application for accreditation has not
yet been made, then went on to
outline briefly the recent
developments in the situation.
Dr. Gauvey received word from
the . Commission on ·Higher
Education on Monday, November
15, he said, informing him that for
various reasons, unspecified
pending the formal announcement
of action by the committee, they
were recommending the somewhat
unusual move of retaining the
college in candidacy status. The
move is unusual because the
normal procedure in such matters
is either to accredit the college or
to remove it to the bottom step on
the accreditation ladder, nonaccredited status. Gauvey said
that he did not wish to speculate as
to whether or not this meant that
Roger
Williams
College's
credentials for accreditation were
nearly acceptable to the visitation
committee.

Executive Committee of the
Commission on Higher Education
will formally make its decision
along with a bill of particulars
which would pinpoint the specific
areas in which the college had been
found lacking, there was little that
might be done to alter the present
situation. However, he said, after
the presentation of the bill of
particulars by the committee, the
college had several options. He
mentioned that the accrediting
body is currently considering a
motion that will allow it to grant
accreditation servera\ times a
year, as opposed to its present
annual meeting. U this motion is
passed, Gauvey said, and if the bill
of particulars is such that
significant progress can be made
in the areas of weakness in the
near .fufure, then there is a chance
that the college's request for reconsideration may be acted on
favorably by the committee. If this
were the case, he noted, then the
college would probably be revisited by tbe committee at some
time in the middle of April.

Another alternative for the
school is to appeal the decision to
the Executive Committee of the
Com mission on Higher Education,
who sent the visitation team to
Roger Williams. Gauvey said that
he would rather leave this option
open in case the request for
reconsideration had been acted
upon, but noted that there was no
specific order in which the action
by Roger Williams College should
take place. He said that if an appeal
were to be made after
reconsideration had been denied,
the grounds for the appeal might
be something on the o'rder of
Gauvey noted that until the week questioning the validity of a
of December 6th when the decision made on the basis of just a

two-day visit to the campus by the
team, during which time only a few
faculty members and students
were interviewed. Dr. Gauvey was
careful to point out, however, that
particular grounds for appeal, as
well as grounds for re_quest for reconsideration, depended entirely
upon the yet unannounced reasons
for withholding the granting of full
accreditation status. He announced that when these reasons
were made known to· him,
hopefully before the week of
December 6th, he would hold a
joint faculty meeting for faculty
members
from
both
the
Providence and Bristol campuses,
at which he would make clear his
plan of action for the school. It
seemed reasonable he said, to
meet with the rest of the_college
community following this meeting,
and make public as much as
possible the ·information that he
had received.
Dr. Gauvey also pointed out that
he had requested the services of
several consultants to review the
accreditation procedure and to
help determine the college's
course in rectifying the problei:ns
which presently stand in the way of
accreditation. One such consultant
is Dr. Jensen formerly of Dartmouth College, who has served on
visitation teams for many years,
and several times as chairman of
the team. Dr. Jensen's special
field is school objectives, and how
they are being met.
In closing, Dr. Gauvey noted that
Roger Williams College seems to
be "no worse off than when we first
applied," since it has been retained
in its status as Candidate for
Accreditation. In fact, he said, our
position may be improved because

we now have a clearer understanding of where the committee's interests lie, and soon
hopefully will receive a bill of
particulars which will point out the
specific weaknesses which caused
the postponement.
After his remarks, Dr. Gauvey
fielded questions from faculty and
students on points Of personal
interest. Regarding questions
concerned with the effect of the
committee's actions on stude~t
loans and the G.I. Bill, Gauvey said
that since the statu~ of the college
had not actually changed, there is
no cause for alarm, and that the
eligibility for these would not
change for at least the three
remaining years of our Candidacy
status. In answer to another
question, Gauvey said that because
of the postponement of ac-

• • •
creditation he expected to see a
small drop in student enrollment,
but that he did not foresee any
mass exodus.
There remains little to be done
for the next few weeks, but it is
hoped that when the specific
pertinent facts come to light during
the week of December 6, Dr.
Gauvey will take not only the staff
and faculty but also the students
into his confidence, in order that all
the interested parties throughout
the college community may have a
voice in determining the future of
the school and of their education. It
takes a faculty, a student body, and
an administration to constitute
Roger Williams College, and it will
take a strong concerted effort on
the part of all three if we are ever
to see the hope of accreditation
become realit)I.

Roger Williams College
November 19, 1971
MEMORANDUM
To: Full-time Faculty and Administration, Bt:istol and Providence
From: Ralph E. Gauvey
I have been advised by the Commission on Institutions of Higher
Education that it has voted to recommend to the Executive
Committee of the Association that Roger Williams College be
continued .as an affiliate of the Association in the category of
Candidacy for Accreditation.
A dialogue is being established with the Commission to determine specific recommendations which will permit the College to
request a reconsideration of the Commission's decision.
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·It is imperative that the President
convey to students the weaknesses
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of the college that forced
postponement of accreditation

Faculty and Student
Reaction
Student .H.eaction

Faculty &
The following poll was taken in
order to encompass some of fhe
views of students and faculty alike
as to the recent events concerning
accreditation. The objective was to
focus upon just what these events
will mean for the college as a whole
and it's members as individuals.
The results of this poll should indicate some of the work that bas to
be done in the near future. Also, it
is evident that in order lo succeed
in our efforts to become accredited, it is necessary that the college
become united in that common
cause.
These questions were asked:
I.
What is the student (or
faculty reaction to the postponement oC accreditation?
2. What danger does it present
to the college?
3. What does the student
<faculty) feel as it's role in
the up - coming events?
Mr. Mancini
c I> I am disappointed, but
hopeful because we are still
a candidate for accreditation. This could be just the
"BOOT IN THE ASS" the
school needs.
c2> I am afraid students will
give up and transfer.
c 3> The school should temporarily revert back to the
Roman concept of a constitutional dictatorship. In
time of crisis, the college
needs a Strong Hand. The
faculty's role would be to
insure that the Strong Hand
remains
constitutional.
Finally, I feel that a small
committee should hold the
power of a Strong Hand.
:\Ir. Cost
1 Il

Accreditation is not that
vital to this school. Accreditation is not evidence
that someone has had a
college education; "a sound
and fury signifies nothing"
1 Shakespeare l . Roger Williams College can be a sucl'essful institution of higher
learning without being
accredited.
t 2> I can't say because this
t the need for accreditation>
has never been successfully demonstrated to me.
The changes that have been
made for the sake of accreditation have damaged
and changed the college
from what it once was.
1 :1 > rn pass.
Hrut·t- Hampton
1 11 rnsappointed.
121 The college will be damaged by the loss of future
students. Students want -to
f.tO to an accredited college
in order to obtain better
jobs.
1:11 The students should have a
\'Oice in what will happen in

the future. A committee of
students should be formed
to work with other concerned organizations of
this college toward the
deficiences that the accreditation committee has
set forth.
Mark llayes
< 1l I think we should wait to
pass judgment to see what
the reasons were for not
being passed. If they were
minor, maybe we should
forget accreditation.
<2 l U we don't get accredited,
we could lose work-study
and some federal funding;
this will hurt. Also we will
lose the student body which
is the biggest threat.
<3l Students have been left in
the dark. Maybe a committee should be developed
of students and faculty in
order to look over the problems to see if there are
any that students and faculty could work together on
to solve.
<it'orge Costa
c I_) We should have been accredited a long time ago.
It is very important in my
mind to be accredited.
<2) Many people will leave.
Why should they spend their
money on a school that's not
accredited? I am definitely
transferring if the school is
not accredited. I have talked to many students who say
he will transfer even if be
has to give up a year's
credit.
<3) I will transfer. As for other
students, if they want to
stay let them stay. I would
advise them to transfer.

Basketball Team
in Season '.s
Opener

No. 30 Biii Price 6'2"

cRWC Athletic Deot.)

Co-Captains Dwight Datcher
and Roosevelt Benton lead the
1!171-1!172 edition of Roger Williams
College Basketball against Curry
College next Saturday night. Game
time is 7: 30 p.m. at Our Lady of
Providence Gym in Providence.
Datcher and Benton are expected to be in the starting line-up
dlong with veterans Ralph Roberti
and Jim Koziara and spectacular
newcomer Curtis Strickland. Also
expected to be pushing for a
sb!rting job are veterans Bill Price
and Maurice Meyers and
newcomers Jim Hopper, Mike
Makris, Bob Ortiz, William Brown
and George Dean. Big Pete Bates,
the Hawks 6'9 1/2" Center
sustained a serious ankle injury
and may be ready for spot duty by
the December 4th opener.
Coach Tom Drennan has had
many different combinations
working together in pre-season
exhibitions against SMU, Bryant
and Johnson & Wales. According
to the Coach "the team is making
significant progress and despite
our lack of size and our lack of
experience, we expect to be ready
for the opener."
On Tuesday, December 7th the
Hawks will travel to Springfield,
Mass. to take on Western New
England College.

Athletic
Ticket Policy
Special To Quill
All RWC students will be admitted to any home Hockey and
Basketball games this season upon
presentation of their student ID
card.
A.dmission to home contests will
be $1.00 for adults and $ .50 for
children under 12. The only people
admitted free to contests will be
RWC students with their own ID
card. If you do not have a card, you
will have to pay the regular admission price.
Home hockey opener will be held
on Saturday, November T/-7 p.m.
at Meehan Auditorium, Brown
University. Our opponent will be
Bridgewater State College.
The home.basketball opener will
be December 4th - 7: 30 PM at Our
Lady of Providence high school
gym on Regent Avenue in
Providence. Our opponent will be
Curry College of Milton, Mass.

No. 32 Dwight Datcher 6'0"
Dr. c·aridi
cl l We can turn the postponeRec Champs to
ment into a considerable
asset. Once we get a clarhe Decided Sat.
ification on what has to be
POSITION
NO.
NAME
done, and we do it, we'll be
Fall River vs
a better institution for it.
Road Runners
l Selino, Bill <C >
Goal
c21 It affects the students as far
The playoff for the Bristol
30
Lancellotti,
Mike
Goal
as law school, grad school
Recreation Basketball Chamand general respect for
2 Buonaccorsi, Tom
Center
pionships will be decided on
their diploma is concerned.
3 Pariseault, Joe
L. Defense
Saturday. December 4th at 6: 00
It will hurt the school as far
4 Patnaude, Chuck R. Defense
p.m. as the pre-lim to the Hawks
as recruiting students for
Varsity Home Opener. Fall River
5 Jackson, Bob
Center
next year. It will not alis led by Charlie Macintyre, Rudy
6 Morello, Richard
Center
though hurt as far as govRyan, and Ken Lanyon while the
ernment funding goes. It
Road Runners are led by Mikey
7 Costello, Ken
L.Wing
will hurt when seeking
Securo, Tom DeCosta and Savy
8 GiuJiano,RichardC Al R.Wing
funds from private foundMancieri. The game will deter9 Johnson, Rick
L.Wlng
ations.
minethefirstRoundChampionsfor 1O Barlow. Steve
Rec Basketball
L.Wing
<31 First. the faculty should be
the Bristol Campus.
Results last week
closely involved in the genCenter
11 Horton, Steve <C >
Road Runners - 60
eral operational plan for
Hockey Team
12 Goerner, Mark (A:
R.Wing Fall River Team - 58
achieving accreditation.
L.Wing Faculty Flashes - 58
14 Frizette,Gary
Second. the faculty should
Travels to N .H.
Unit 12 - 33
be actively involved in im16 Loughery, Butch< A>
L. standings
WL
plementing that plan. It is
The Hawk Hockey Squad will
Defense Fall River Team
5 1
\'itally important to undertravel to Concord, New Hampshire
Road Runners
51
stand the concept that we
17 Gibbons, Jeff
R. Wing Faculty Flashes
15
are one institution instead for a weekend visit to play Nasson
College and Hawthorne and
18 Fontaine, Russ
R. Defense Unit 12
15
of two.
Saturday and Sunday of this week.
Rec Football
Coach: Robert Reali, Faculty
Coach Bob Reall's men take on
Road Directions to O.L.P.
Advisor: Dr. B. Barett, CoResultslastweek
Nasson at 3: 00 p.m. Saturday and
Captains: Bill Selino, Sports In- Untouchables - 9
Hawthorneat8: 00 p.m. on Sunday.
95 North or South
formation: Russ Fontaine, Steve Stonemen - 0
Both games are at Everett Arena
--Take State Offices Exit and follow signs to Smith Str.
Horton, Trainer: Earl Perkins, standings
W L T
in Concord.
--- Follow Smith Str. to Chalkstone Avenue.
next home game: January 22, l!n2 Unit 7
The Hawks defeated Nasson in
4 1 0
-Take a left on Chalkstone to River Avenue.
vs. Rhode Island Jr. College, Unit 5
their only meeting last season 9-5
---Take left on River Ave. and go3 blocks to Regent Ave.
3 1 1
Cranston Memorial Rink, 8 p.m. Untouchables
-- Take a left on Regent Avenue and the Gym is one block in from River while losing both contests to
3 2 0
Hawthorne by the same score ~-2.
Support the HAWKS! ! !
Stonemen
A\'enue.
1 3 1

R.W.C.

